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South Burlington, Vermont
ÅPopulation: ~18,000

ÅArea: 16.6 mi2

ÅPublic Roadway: ~95 Miles

ÅMajor Features:

ïAirport

ï Interstate

ïUniversity Mall

ïUniversity of Vermont

ÅStormwater Infrastructure:

ï5,775 Catch Basins (3,000 public)

ï102 Miles of Pipe (57 miles 
public)

ï~250 Culverts



What is a Stormwater Utility?

ÅPerforms a set of defined 

municipal services and activities,

related directly to stormwater management.

ÅCollects a fee for these defined services, 

established by municipal Ordinance, with 

the fee based on the relationship of the users 

to the defined services and activities.



South Burlington Stormwater Utility 

Development Timeline

ÅStormwater utility feasibility study ïDecember 2003

ÅPublic outreach and utility development ï2003 to 2005

ÅCity sewer ordinance updated to include stormwater and 
establish a stormwater fee - March 2005

ÅFirst stormwater fees assessed - April 2005 (billed in 
July)

ÅStormwater superintendent hired - May 2005

ÅCity council resolution establishing requirements for 
City take over of residential stormwater treatment 
systems ïAugust 2006



A Sampling of What the Stormwater 

Utility Does?
ÅStormwater infrastructure repair and replacement.

ÅMaintenance
ï Stormdraincleaning

ï Street sweeping

ï Stormwater treatment practices

ÅFind and eliminate illicit discharges

ÅPublic education and outreach

ÅCapital improvements

ÅWatershed planning

ÅTechnical assistance

ÅPlan review (local zoning process)

ÅAnd moreé



Stormwater Infrastructure Repair

Stormdrain structure has deteriorated and 

resulted in the formation of a sinkhole.
Drainage pipe invert has rotted away.



Patchen Road Outfall Repair



Stormdrainand Pipe Cleaning

Stormdrains and pipes are 

cleaned using a vacuum truck.  

Drainage pipe full of sediment before cleaning.



Street Sweeping

Accumulated sediment 

along curb line.

All curbed streets in South Burlington are swept at 

least twice a year. Main roads are swept more 

often.
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